
 

The Friends Club, a group of kids committed to donating their time to benefit the Salem-South Lyon 

Library and our community as a whole, has been making South Lyon proud with their selfless volunteer 

work promoting literacy throughout the community. Five years ago, in the midst of the recession when 

our city needed them the most, these children banded together with the same goal in mind: to make 

their library and their hometown a better place. With just under forty students, representing eight South 

Lyon schools, these kids have proved that a little passion and dedication can go a long way. 

Budget cuts depleted the youth department’s materials, so the students put their minds together to find 

a way to raise the extra money needed to fund the programs, supplies, and books the library 

desperately needed. In an ode to nostalgia for every parent, they started off with a simple but effective 

fundraiser – a lemonade stand. After countless tiring hours over many days, the kids added up the loose 

change and bills they gathered from their efforts, raising a triumphant $500 for the library. Their 

determination did not stop there.  

They have not only raised money for the children's department, but have also served lunches and 

provided free books during the Summer Lunch Program, as well as setting up vegetable stands, bake 

sales at the local farmer’s market, and other service projects. The Friends Club quickly became an 

essential, motivating part of the library’s summer programs and community outreach. The greatest and 

most recent of these projects is the Little Free Library. 

The idea came to the kids about two or three years ago, with help and encouragement from Salem-

South Lyon librarians, Caryn Bartone and Kathy Merucci. They wanted something that would appeal to 



everyone. Rachael Perry Showerman, a parent actively involved with the volunteers, gives us more 

insight on the process leading up to the Little Free Library’s creation, “Once the kids decided that they 

wanted to create one, they needed to brainstorm where it should be. When someone suggested 

McHattie Park, we all knew right away that was the perfect spot! The kids themselves approached the 

city asking for permission to place it in the park, and the Parks and 

Recreation Commission enthusiastically agreed. The final missing 

piece, then, was what it was going to look like. Most Little Free 

Libraries  are relatively small, but our kids had a vision of a [one] that 

could serve the wide range of age groups that visit the park--little 

kids, bigger kids, teens, parents, grandparents, dog walkers, bike 

riders, everyone! It was at this point that things began to really feel 

serendipitous.” And serendipitous it was. 

The idea, although planned and completed by kids and for kids, could 

not have been successful without the immense support from the 

entire South Lyon community, especially with Little Free Library 

“heroes” Larry Ritchie (seen right) and Conquest Construction, who 

helped designed the unique structure, brought together other 

professionals, gathered donations and materials, and made sure to 

involve the young volunteers every step of the way. Along with Mr. Ritchie and Conquest Construction, 

other significant help came from South Lyon Parks and Recreation and Bob Martin and his crew, who 

donated their time and concrete to help in the actual construction of the Little Free Library. 

The completed project garnered the praise and gratitude of our community, but it didn’t stop there. The 

Library of Michigan’s Michigan Center for the Book, an affiliate of the National Center for the Book at 

the Library of Congress, awarded the Friends Club the 2016 Michigan Literacy Award for all of their 

contributions towards promoting literacy. This prestigious accolade, honoring efforts to promote an 

awareness of books, reading, literacy, authors, and Michigan's rich literary heritage, is highly 

competitive, awarding only one recipient annually. Quite the achievement for our young do-gooders!  

In addition to the Michigan Literacy Award, the national Little Free Library organization has endowed 

South Lyon’s Little Free Library as a Library of Distinction for its unique design, creative outreach to 

friends and neighbors, and the enthusiasm of stewards and patrons. They go even further as to 

commend the Little Free Library at McHattie Park for serving as an inspiration to others and providing a 

positive contribution to us all. “To say that I'm thrilled about these kids and what they do, and what they 

give, is an understatement. From all of the libraries throughout the entire state, our South Lyon kids 

were chosen and honored for their amazing work to promote literacy among other children,” 

Showerman proudly says. 

As we look to the future, our community can expect much more to come from the Friends Club and 

Little Free Library. Their goal for 2017 is to increase the events and programs put on by the Little Free 

Library, as well as inspire greater school and city involvement. Their vision is to get kids excited about 



books and to help get books in the hands of kids who may not have as many at home. The Friends Club 

encourages people to visit, take or donate… anything to get involved! 

With tremendous pride, South Lyon Community Schools honors the Friends Club for their enthusiasm 

and dedication to promoting literacy within our community. Keep up the great work, students! We are 

all looking forward to what you have in store for us next. 

To stay up to date with the Little Free Library at McHattie Park’s information, check out 

www.facebook.com/littlefreelibraryatmchattiepark/. 

http://www.facebook.com/littlefreelibraryatmchattiepark/

